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and saves the rest (100,000 couplets), which became
known as the Brihat Katha. He added to it a lambaka, or
book, explaining its marvellous history. This book Soma-
deva retains in full, and it forms about half of our first
volume.

The Ocean of Story is not the only rendition of the Great
Tale, for twenty or thirty years previously Kshemendra
had written his Brihat Katha Mafi/jari. Compared with
Somadeva's work it pales into insignificance, lacking the
charm of language, elegance of style, masterly arrangement
and metrical skill of the later production. Moreover,
Kshemendra's collection is only a third the length of the
Ocean of Story.

As early as 1871 Professor Biihler (Indian Antiquary,
p. 302 et seq.) proved these two important facts: firstly, that
Somadeva and Kshemendra used the same text, and secondly,
that they worked entirely independently from one another.

It was, however, many years before this that the Ocean of
Story became known to European scholars.

In 1824 that great pioneer of Sanskrit learning, Professor
H. H. Wilson, gave a summary of the first five chapters
(or lambakas) in the Oriental Quarterly Magazine. The first
edition of the work was undertaken by Professor Brockhaus.
In 1839 he issued the first five chapters only, and it was
not till 1862 that the remaining thirteen appeared. Both
publications formed part of the Abhandlungen der Deutschen
Morgenlandischen GesellschafL

It was this text which Tawney used for his translation
published by the Asiatic Society of Bengal in the Bibliotheca
Indica, 1880-1884 (the index not appearing till 1887).

Brockhaus5 edition was based primarily on six MSS.,
though in the second part of the work he apparently had not
so many at his disposal. Tawney was not satisfied with
several of Brockhaus' readings, and consequently made
numerous fresh renderings or suggestions largely taken from
MSS. borrowed from the Calcutta College and from three
India Office MSS. lent him by Dr Rost.

In 1889 Durgaprasad issued the Bombay edition, printed
at the Nirnayasagara Press, which was produced from